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In	chemistry,	a	derived	unit	is	an	SI	unit	of	measurement	derived	as	a	product	of	one	or	more	of	the	seven	base	units.	For	example,	the	SI	unit	of	force	is	the	derived	unit	newton	(N):	One	newton	is	equal	to	1	m·kg/s2.	Conversions	require	only	basic	math,	but	they're	very	useful	calculations	to	know	how	to	do:	even	in	an	era	of	convenient	online
calculators,	being	able	to	do	quick	mental	conversions	is	useful	for	completing	household	tasks.	In	the	classroom,	it	can	be	helpful	to	ask	students	for	estimations.	For	instance,	ask	a	student	something	like:	do	you	think	10	tablespoons	is	closer	to	one	cup	or	one	gallon?	Their	response	gives	you	great	insight	into	their	understanding	of	conversions.
The	worksheets	below	include	basic	conversions	that	will	be	helpful	if	a	student	is	struggling	with	the	concept.	Answers	are	provided.	(Vasko	Miokovic	Photography/Getty	Images)	Conversation	is	the	spoken	exchange	of	ideas,	observations,	opinions,	or	feelings	between	people.		"[T]he	properties	of	the	best	conversation,"	says	William	Covino,	echoing
Thomas	De	Quincey,	"are	identical	to	the	properties	of	the	best	rhetoric"	(The	Art	of	Wondering,	1988).	"Many	of	us	dismiss	talk	that	does	not	convey	important	information	as	worthless	.	.	..	Such	admonitions	as	'Skip	the	small	talk,'	'Get	to	the	point,'	or	'Why	don't	you	say	what	you	mean?'	may	seem	to	be	reasonable.	But	they	are	reasonable	only	if
information	is	all	that	counts.	This	attitude	toward	talk	ignores	the	fact	that	people	are	emotionally	involved	with	each	other	and	that	talking	is	the	major	way	we	establish,	maintain,	monitor	and	adjust	our	relationships.”(Deborah	Tannen,	That's	Not	What	I	Meant!:	How	Conversational	Style	Makes	or	Breaks	Your	Relationships.	Random	House,	1992)
Transactional	and	Interactional	Functions	of	Conversation"[T]wo	different	kinds	of	conversational	interaction	can	be	distinguished--those	in	which	the	primary	focus	is	on	the	exchange	of	information	(the	transactional	function	of	conversation),	and	those	in	which	the	primary	purpose	is	to	establish	and	maintain	social	relations	(the	interactional
function	of	conversation)	(Brown	and	Yule,	1983).	In	transactional	uses	of	conversation	the	primary	focus	is	on	the	message,	whereas	interactional	uses	of	conversation	focus	primarily	on	the	social	needs	of	the	participants..."Conversation	also	reflects	the	rules	and	procedures	that	govern	face-to-face	encounters,	as	well	as	the	constraints	that	derive
from	the	use	of	spoken	language.	This	is	seen	in	the	nature	of	turns,	the	role	of	topics,	how	speakers	repair	trouble	spots,	as	well	as	the	syntax	and	register	of	conversational	discourse."(Jack	C.	Richards,	The	Language	Teaching	Matrix.	Cambridge	University	Press,	1990)	Fielding	on	Knowledge	Gained	Through	Conversation"A	true	knowledge	of	the
world	is	gained	only	by	conversation	.	.	."[T]here	is	another	sort	of	knowledge,	beyond	the	power	of	learning	to	bestow,	and	this	is	to	be	had	by	conversation.	So	necessary	is	this	to	the	understanding	the	characters	of	men,	that	none	are	more	ignorant	of	them	than	those	learned	pedants	whose	lives	have	been	entirely	consumed	in	colleges,	and	among
books;	for	however	exquisitely	human	nature	may	have	been	described	by	writers,	the	true	practical	system	can	be	learnt	only	in	the	world."(Henry	Fielding,	The	History	of	Tom	Jones,	1749)	Conversational	Narratives:	Pro	and	Con"[N]o	style	of	conversation	is	more	extensively	acceptable	than	the	narrative.	He	who	has	stored	his	memory	with	slight
anecdotes,	private	incidents,	and	personal	peculiarities,	seldom	fails	to	find	his	audience	favourable.	Almost	every	man	listens	with	eagerness	to	contemporary	history;	for	almost	every	man	has	some	real	or	imaginary	connection	with	a	celebrated	character;	some	desire	to	advance	or	oppose	a	rising	name."(Samuel	Johnson,	"Conversation,"
1752)"Everyone	endeavors	to	make	himself	as	agreeable	to	society	as	he	can;	but	it	often	happens	that	those	who	most	aim	at	shining	in	conversation	overshoot	their	mark.	Though	a	man	succeeds,	he	should	not	(as	is	frequently	the	case)	engross	the	whole	talk	to	himself;	for	that	destroys	the	very	essence	of	conversation,	which	is	talking	together."
(William	Cowper,	"On	Conversation,"	1756)	Polite	Conversation"Speech,	no	doubt,	is	a	valuable	gift,	but	at	the	same	time	it	is	a	gift	that	may	be	abused.	What	is	regarded	as	polite	conversation	is,	I	hold,	such	an	abuse.	Alcohol,	opium,	tea,	are	all	very	excellent	things	in	their	way;	but	imagine	continuous	alcohol,	an	incessant	opium,	or	to	receive,
ocean-like,	a	perennially	flowing	river	of	tea!	That	is	my	objection	to	this	conversation:	its	continuousness.	You	have	to	keep	on."(H.G.	Wells,	"Of	Conversation:	An	Apology,"	1901)	Contextualization	Cues"[In	conversation],	speakers	use	contextualization	cues,	including	paralinguistic	and	prosodic	features,	word	choice,	and	ways	of	structuring
information,	to	signal	the	speech	activity	in	which	they	are	engaged--that	is,	what	they	think	they	are	doing	when	they	produce	a	particular	utterance.	The	use	of	contextualization	cues	is	automatic,	learned	in	the	process	of	learning	language	in	a	particular	speech	community.	But	whereas	speakers	focus	on	the	meaning	they	wish	to	convey	and	the
interactional	goals	they	wish	to	achieve,	their	use	of	contextualization	cues	becomes	the	basis	for	how	they	are	judged.	When	expectations	regarding	the	use	of	contextualization	cues	are	relatively	similar,	utterances	are	likely	to	be	interpreted	more	or	less	as	intended.	But	when	such	expectations	are	relatively	different,	speakers'	intentions	and
abilities	are	likely	to	be	misevaluated."(Deborah	Tannen,	Conversational	Style:	Analyzing	Talk	Among	Friends,	2nd	ed.	Oxford	Univ.	Press,	2005)	Swift	on	the	Degeneracy	of	Conversation"This	degeneracy	of	conversation,	with	the	pernicious	consequences	thereof	upon	our	humours	and	dispositions,	hath	been	owing,	among	other	causes,	to	the	custom
arisen,	for	sometime	past,	of	excluding	women	from	any	share	in	our	society,	further	than	in	parties	at	play,	or	dancing,	or	in	the	pursuit	of	an	amour."(Jonathan	Swift,	"Hints	Toward	an	Essay	on	Conversation,"	1713)	The	Lighter	Side	of	Conversation"You	brought	up	the	subject;	I	contributed	an	interesting	fact	on	that	subject.	It's	called	the	art	of
conversation.	'Kay,	your	turn."(Jim	Parsons	as	Sheldon	Cooper,	"The	Spoiler	Alert	Segmentation."	The	Big	Bang	Theory,	2013)Dr.	Eric	Foreman:	You	know,	there	are	ways	of	getting	to	know	people	without	committing	felonies.Dr.	Gregory	House:	People	interest	me;	conversations	don't.Dr.	Eric	Foreman:	That's	because	conversations	go	both	ways.
(Omar	Epps	and	Hugh	Laurie,	"Lucky	Thirteen."	House,	M.D.,	2008)	Most	students	find	unit	conversions	to	be	anything	but	funny,	yet	there	is	humor	if	you	know	where	to	look	for	it.	Getty	Images/alashi	This	is	a	list	of	funny,	made-up	scientific	unit	conversions.	If	you	need	help	with	real	unit	conversions,	check	out	our	collection	of	printable
conversion	worksheets	and	examples	of	worked	unit	conversion	problems.	453.6	graham	crackers	=	1	pound	cakeExplanation:	There	are	453.6	grams	in	1	pound.	Ratio	of	an	igloo's	circumference	to	its	diameter	=	Eskimo	PiExplanation:	Pi	is	the	ratio	of	a	circle's	circumference	to	diameter,	while	there	is	a	stereotype	that	Eskimos	dwell	in	igloos.	2000
pounds	of	Chinese	soup	=	Won	tonExplanation:	A	wonton	is	a	type	of	Chinese	dumpling.	There	are	2000	pounds	in	1	ton.	Time	between	slipping	on	a	peel	and	smacking	the	pavement	=	1	bananosecondExplanation:	Instead	of	expressing	the	unit	in	terms	of	nanoseconds,	it's	bananoseconds	because	a	banana	caused	the	fall.	1	millionth	of	a	mouthwash
=	1	microscopeExplanation:	This	refers	to	the	popular	mouthwash,	Scope.	The	metric	prefix	"micro"	means	one	millionth.	1	million	bicycles	=	1	megacyclesExplanation:	The	metric	prefix	"mega"	means	106	or	one	million.	Weight	an	evangelist	carries	with	God	=	1	billigramExplanation:	This	refers	to	the	American	evangelist	Billy	Graham.	Time	it	takes
to	sail	220	yards	at	1	nautical	mile	per	hour	=	Knotfurlong	365.25	days	of	drinking	low-calorie	beer	=	1	Lite	year	16.5	feet	in	the	Twilight	Zone	=	1	Rod	SerlingExplanation:	The	rod	is	a	unit	of	length	equal	to	16.5	feet.	Rod	Serling	is	the	American	tv	producer,	screenwriter,	and	narrator	responsible	for	"The	Twilight	Zone."	Basic	unit	of	laryngitis	-	1
hoarsepowerExplanation:	One	symptom	of	laryngitis	is	hoarseness.	Shortest	distance	between	two	jokes	-	a	straight	lineExplanation:	To	deliver	a	joke	as	a	straight	line	means	it's	a	short	joke	delivered	with	a	straight	face	(like	it's	not	a	joke	at	all).	1	million	microphones	=	1	megaphone	365.25	days	=	1	unicycleExplanation:	365.25	days	is	one	year	or
one	cycle	of	the	Earth	around	the	Sun.	It's	especially	clever	because	unicycle	has	another	meaning.	It's	a	bike	with	one	wheel.	Half	a	large	intestine	=	1	semicolonExplanation:	the	large	intestine	is	also	called	the	colon.	Since	it's	only	half	a	colon,	it's	a	semicolon,	much	like	half	a	circle	is	a	semicircle.	2000	mockingbirds	=	two
kilomockingbirdsExplanation:	"To	Kill	a	Mockingbird"	is	a	famous	novel	by	author	Harper	Lee	published	in	1960.	The	kilo	is	the	prefix	for	a	thousand.	So,	2000	is	two	kilo.	10	cards	=	1	decacardExplanation:	Deca	is	the	prefix	for	10.	52	cards	=	1	deckacardExplanation.	There	are	52	cards	in	a	deck	of	playing	cards.	1,000,000	aches	=	1
megahurtzExplanation:	There	are	one	million	(106)	hertz	in	1	megahertz.	This	is	a	play	on	words,	substituting	hurtz	(like	pain,	but	with	a	"z")	for	hertz.	1	millionth	of	a	fish	=	1	microficheExplanation:	The	word	"microfiche"	is	pronounced	like	micro-fish.	The	prefix	micro	means	one	millionth.	2.4	statute	miles	of	intravenous	surgical	tubing	at	Yale
University	Hospital	=	1	I.V.	LeagueExplanation:	Intravenous	tubing	is	also	called	IV	tubing.	Yale	is	one	of	the	Ivy	League	school,	plus	2.4	statute	miles	is	a	length	equal	to	1	league.	1	kilogram	of	falling	figs	=	1	fig	newtonExplanation:	The	newton	is	a	unit	force,	which	is	mass	under	acceleration	(such	as	you'd	get	from	falling	figs).	This	play	on	words
refers	to	the	Nabisco	cookie,	the	fig	newton.	1000	grams	of	wet	socks	=	1	literhosenExplanation:	Lederhosen	are	short	breeches	(not	actually	socks).	There	are	1000	grams	of	water	(more	or	less)	in	one	liter.	The	liter	is	a	unit	of	volume	used	for	liquids,	so	wet	socks	are	literhosen.	1	trillion	pins	=	1	terrapinExplanation:	The	prefix	terra	means	a
trillion.	10	rations	=	1	decarationExplanation:	The	prefix	deca	means	10.	100	rations	=	1	C-rationExplanation:	C	is	the	Roman	numeral	for	100.	2	monograms	=	1	diagramExplanation:	Mono	is	the	prefix	for	one,	while	dia	means	two.	2	new	dimes	=	new	paradigmsExplanation:	Two	dimes	is	a	pair	of	dimes.	A	paradigm	is	a	model	or	pattern.	Looking	for
more	science	fun?	Check	out	this	collection	of	molecules	with	strange	names,	learn	how	to	make	a	stink	bomb,	or	trick	your	friends	with	disappearing	ink.
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